Literature Circle Unit

Ms. Baumeister—Themes I
Objective:  Students will develop personal responses to a text, experience peer sharing of understandings, interpretations, and comments about a text, extend comprehension of literary selections, become involved in discussion, negotiation, comprehension and decision-making in a group session, develop appreciation of author’s styles and develop good reading strategies.

The following are the four roles to be completed in your literature circle.  You will need to assign roles to your group members and be prepared to present your findings at the beginning of class.  Your discussion is meant to take the whole class period (53 minutes).  You will take on a new role each time you meet, and you will be completing each role twice using a rotating schedule.
Director
Focuses on discussion on the big ideas for the reading.  It is important for the Director to ask open-ended questions that will allow for discussion.  These questions should be written and brought to the group session. You are not to answer the questions before class.  You will take notes on the group’s discussion and reflect upon how your response was the same or different from your group.  The following are some suggestions for questions to ask:
· What are the two important ideas presented in…

· Did the reading remind you of any real-life experiences?

· What emotions did you feel while reading?

· What, if anything, surprised you in the reading?

· Can someone briefly summarize the reading?

· How does … show integrity?  Honesty?  Courage?
ILLUSTRATOR

Represents key scenes from the reading.  You may choose to either draw or create a collage of the area of focus.  You will then share your artwork with your group and facilitate a discussion about its representation.  Following that, you will reflect upon your process of choosing to create that scene(s), and the responses that transposed from your group discussion.
Passage Detective
Focuses the group on specific passages that might foreshadow an event, reveal something about a character, evoke strong emotion, paint word pictures with imagery, or is specifically well written or thought provoking.  As you read or listen, they need to look for passages they can bring to the group sessions.  Be prepared to discuss the implications of these passages to the book as a whole. While in your group, you will note the significances that others bring to your passages, and then you will compose a reflection about why you chose those passages, and how they helped to deepen your understanding of the reading.
Researcher
Supplies information and provides historical or cultural information about the reading to lead to better understanding for the group members.  This is not in-depth research, just new ideas and information to be shared informally.  You may choose to find supplemental reading that sheds light on geography, history, time period, music, objects, author, art, or artifacts.  You will bring in your artifacts and discuss how your supplementary materials increase the depth of understanding surrounding the novel.  You will then compose a reflection sharing your feelings and insights from this job.
Connector
Sees the relationships between the reading and the real world:  your personal life, peers, events at school or in your community, the news.  You can also connect to anything that you have previously seen or read.  The connector focuses on feeling and emotion, not on facts. Following your discussion, you will be composing a reflection where you share how your connections were similar or different than the other connections shared in class.
Due Dates:  Your work for each of your roles is due the day that you are assigned to present it.  You cannot present the next class period, so plan accordingly as far as your planned absences.  
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