Name______________________________________________



Hour___________

Of Mice and Men Web Quest 
An Internet Web Quest on Of Mice and Men 



Introduction

You are about to embark on a journey of understanding of what it was like to be a migrant worker in the Salinas Valley of California during the 1930's, during the Great Depression. John Steinbeck wrote OF MICE AND MEN as a vehicle to express his social conscience about the period. OF MICE AND MEN is a novel about poverty and dreams, friendship and loneliness, and despair and hope. Through the memorable characters of George and Lennie, Steinbeck paints a portrait of enduring friendship that you won't soon forget. In order to help you to understand the context of the novel and how it still resonates today, you are about to embark on a Web Quest that will lay the ground work for a deeper understanding of this simple, yet profound story. 



The Process and Resources
1. Look through the roles on this sheet and assign each person a role.  There will be an extra role, so you will need to divide that one up between your group members.

2. You will then be responsible for becoming an expert on those ideas.  You will be researching your piece and creating a picture collage of your topic part, along with answering the questions about your part on this sheet.  

3. In an few days, we will be meeting to discuss our research where you will share your collage and your knowledge to the group.  

4. NOTE***You must have all of this packet completed, not just the few questions that you were assigned because you are tested on the entire document****

Roles
Geographer


1. What are the geographical features of the Salinas Valley in California?

2. What kinds of jobs are available here?


3. What was John Steinbeck's relationship to the Salinas Valley?

http://mchsmuseum.com/salinasbrief.html
http://sits.sjsu.edu/context/geographical/
http://www.businessinsalinas.com/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=91fd175e-54e1-4a28-ad10-9d7098238e48
Sociologists

1. What was the Great Depression?

2. What were some of the causes?


3. Who were the migrant workers and how were they affected by the Great Depression?


4. Do migrant workers exist today? Where? What kinds of jobs do they have?
https://www.thebalance.com/the-great-depression-of-1929-3306033
http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression
https://www.loc.gov/collections/todd-and-sonkin-migrant-workers-from-1940-to-1941/articles-and-essays/the-migrant-experience/
http://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/lange/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/now/politics/migrants.html
http://sits.sjsu.edu/context/historical/hist_context_1930s/index.html

Psychiatrists

1. What is an intellectual disability and how does it affect a person's everyday life?
2. What are some of the difficulties in caring for a mentally disabled person?

3. What kinds of support are available for caregivers?

4. What is the role of friendship in caring for the intellectually disabled?
http://kidshealth.org/en/kids/mental-retardation.html
http://www.thearc.org/learn-about/intellectual-disability/treatment
http://www.santegidio.org/en/solidarieta/disabili/hand_felicita.htm
Biographers

1. Present the major facts about Steinbeck's life.


2. What philosophy of life is revealed in Steinbeck's Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech?


3. What influenced Steinbeck to write Of Mice and Men?
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0825705/bio
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1962/steinbeck-speech_en.html
http://www.biography.com/people/john-steinbeck-9493358#synopsis
http://sits.sjsu.edu/curriculum-resources/of-mice-and-men/index.html
Phase 3 - Reflection
You have all learned about different influences on the writing of Of Mice and Men. If you had to choose the one most important feature of what you have explored, what would it be? How would this aspect influence a writer? 
